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Greetings to you all
This edition of the HERALD is an extra special one, and includes a comprehensive Tribute to
our late member, His Honour Judge Chevalier Frank Walsh AM QC KJS written by his daughter, Anne Dunnell, plus the profiles of two of our distinguished members ; the Honourable
Dame Rosemary Varty OAM and Serving Brother Benedict Soler SBSJ, plus other important
news and information.
With his permission, I have taken the liberty of including important information kindly prepared
by Chevalier Wayne Myers OAM CGSJ CPA. regarding the Australian Honours System and
how to nominate worthy, community minded Australians. This process is often a mystery and
inevitably creates an enduring degree of enmity for many people who can’t understand why eminently worthy and
deserving folk they know, are not honoured. The answer, is quite simple. In most cases this is largely due to the
fact that nobody has taken the time to nominate them! So I would invite you to read the information on page 14 to
learn how to go about nominating a worthy community citizen. As previously announced, the Priory congratulated
three of our members who recently received recognitions in this year’s Queen’s Birthday 2021 Honours List
The Priory’s Major Events Committee chaired by Chevalier David Rew KSJ, has worked diligently with Code 9
Foundation CEO Mark Thomas and others to bring to fruition a wonderful and unique project aptly named Operation Hospitaller, which serves to provide respite (retreat) for first responders battling with PTSD. You can read
about this exciting project which has the unanimous support of the Victorian Priory Administrative Council [pages
2/3]. Invitations to support Operation Hospitaller will shortly be forwarded to all members and friends. Your interest
and support of this unique initiative is welcomed. The Priory sincerely thanks and congratulates the committee
members Chevaliers David Rew KSJ, Paul Wheelton AM KGSJ, Ross Schweitzer KSJ, David Palmer KGSJ,
Dames Gabrielle Morgan DGSJ and Elida Brereton CGSJ, and Serving Sister Patricia Anderson SSSJ, on bringing
to fruition a very compelling and unique project. Thanks also to the support of Chevalier Bernie Walshe KJSJ and
others for their highly valued assistance in the foundation work of this project.
As you may be aware, the Priory’s website www.osjvictas.org.au has been extensively refreshed by our Web
Master Chevalier Jon Mamonski KGSJ. The overhaul is nearing completion, and then you will receive an invitation
to register for access to the exclusive and protected Members Only Section. In the meantime, you can certainly
log on to see the improvements which have been initialized—but bear in mind, there remains tweaks which need
to be completed: You can also access Links to view the Grand Priory website and the Malta International Website
plus publications such as previous copies of the HERALD, and links to the International Heralds.
With the appointment of our Priory Vice Chancellor, Dame Kate Brown CGSJ in early 2021 to head up a team of
members nominated by respective Commanderies/Groups charged with the task of examining ways in which the
Priory may plan to achieve the goal to perpetuate the Order’s work in the world today. Also, to remember its history
and heroes, and to find purpose in the enduring principles for which generations of members lived, served and
fought to protect. The ad hoc committee, guided and led by Dame Kate is nearing the completion of its work in
spite of the constraints of COVID 19. The Victorian Priory Administrative Council will shortly be given an opportunity to discuss the preliminary findings and recommendations. Further opportunities for the Priory Membership to
have input will follow before the process is completed. It is hoped in the forthcoming months to be able to adopt a
contemporary, targeted, yet flexible, strategic plan setting out a clear path by which this generation of leaders
works to fulfil the mandates contained in the OSJ’s mission and its governing documents. The Priory extends its
sincere thanks to Dame Kate, and members of her ad hoc committee including Dame Val Sarah AM DJSJ, Chevalier Wayne Myers OAM CGSJ, Chevalier Ken Northwood KGSJ, Chevalier Trevor Somerville KSJ and others within the Commanderies and Groups who generously contributed time and their thoughts.
The next Edition (58) will feature the Investiture (14 August 2021), a short report from the Annual Chapter Meeting
and Celebratory Luncheon, and profiles of our newest members; the names of those members whose service has
been acknowledged with a promotion in rank. Of course photos are exceptionally important, and these will also be
featured.
Yours in the Service of Saint John
Barbara Abley AM GCSJ FACN Prior.
Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum-For Faith for Service to Humanity
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OPERATION HOSPITALLER

There are very few charities supporting
the emergency services collectively, and
most just support a single service in a
specific way e.g. often assisting victims,
surviving relatives or commemorating the
deceased. Code 9's goal is to help current & veteran professional first responders & 000 operators who live with
PTSD, depression, anxiety and other
mental health conditions that result from
their service to the community.

The Code 9 Foundation has been approved as a worthy beneficiary of the
Victorian Priory. We have committed
to raise funds for a unique respite
project to enable mentally injured First
Responders (and partners), both serving
and retired, to go away for a short period of rest and relaxation at a facility
arranged by the Code 9. This is in order that these victims of PTSD will be
able to escape the environment which
can be a major trigger causing flashbacks to the situation which produced
the onset of this crippling disorder.

PTSD doesn’t just affect one service. The public’s cry for help begins with the 000-telephone
call to ESTA, then through to the radio despatch out to the police, fire and ambulance
members (including the Medivac Helicopter)
working as a team to combat a critical incident.
The nature of a first responder from the police,
fire, ambulance or ESTA services is so similar
that the camaraderie between the services is
very strong and exclusive.

In an endeavour to identify and promote
this project and to allay any confusion between the Code 9 and Covid 19 names, the
Committee decided to name the project
“Operation Hospitaller” as it succinctly
depicts the essence of membership of our
Order and our service to the community.

To date, the Order has received several very generous donations totalling
$20,115.00 for the project
and the Priory intends to continue to
seek donations from members.
Your invitation to participate will be
sent shortly
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OPERATION HOSPITALLER
VALIDATING THE THRUST OF OPERATION HOSPITALLER

School of Psychological Sciences
Monash University

One of the central components in managing trauma related mental health issues and PTSD is facilitating the home environment and interpersonal relationships that are often broken or degraded
through symptoms such as avoidance, anger, anxiety, and lack of communication.
It is useful to conceptualise this from a systems perspective rather than 'point blame' and a need for
change at the individual who is typically suffering from a host of unwanted symptoms. In this context, family or couples retreats can be a useful intervention to assist in the recovery process, ideally
with some guidance and direction from the broader treating team.
For example, a common report from family units is that having an adult with PTSD is akin to having
another child in the home. Roles and interpersonal relationships need to be re-established in this setting such that partners can regain former connection and intimacy, and any children can benefit from
parent role models.
A break from the home environment and associated routines can be helpful by facilitating a more interpersonal focus, often through new stimuli and group enjoyment such as bushwalking, enjoying a
movie as a family, or even just eating meals together. The role of concurrent therapy is to deliver
strategies to defuse or manage likely issues and agree on solutions that can assist in the moment.
Regards,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR JAMES A COURTNEY
Clinical Psychologist
Lead, Clinical Governance Program
Clinical Lead, Adult Clinic & Trauma Services
Fellow, APS College of Clinical Psychologists
Turner Institute for Brain and Mental Health
School of Psychological Sciences
Monash University
1/270 Ferntree Gully Road
Notting Hill VIC 3168
Australia
T: +61 3 9902 4480
E: james.courtney@monash.edu
monash.edu/turner-institute

Note: Associate Professor James Courtney has treated in excess of 700 first responders for trauma
symptoms and has worked within the industry for a long time.
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VALÉ
His Honour Chevalier Francis
(Frank) Patrick Walsh AM QC KSJ
(former Judge of the Victorian
County Court)
We sadly learned of the passing of His Honour, Chevalier Francis
(Frank) Patrick Walsh AM QC KSJ (retired Judge) on 26 June 2021 at
90 years of age. His Honour was invested into our Order on the 17th
June 2005. He was also a member of the International Order of Catholic Knights, and Knights of the Southern Cross. His profile is exceptionally extensive and it is hoped that the following summary provides an
appropriate tribute to him. It was written by his eldest child, Anne Dunnell, and published in The Age Newspaper on July 18 2021.
Following his passing, his family placed the following notice in daily
Newspapers:

WALSH Francis Patrick 'Frank'
1/2/31 - 26/6/21
Passed away after 90 magnificent years of
love, enthusiasm, positivity and spirit. Loved
partner of Mary (deceased), proud father of
Anne, Peter, Matthew, Andrew, Therese,
Simon, Fiona, Veronica and James who all
adored him in their own way. Kind father-inlaw of Frank, Monica, Sophia, Gabrielle,
Zemeel, Millie, Lee and Kellie.
Adored grandfather of Jake, Sam, Josh, Scarlett, Zara, Max, Francis, Ned, Violett, Finn,
Lulu, Umaya,
Isabella, Mischa and several
very special dogs.
Great grandfather to the joy of his final year,
Sophie.

A life filled with love, family, faith and charity.

Frank Walsh was born in 1931, the third son of potato farmer Michael Walsh and Eileen Sierson Walsh.
Mick and Eileen raised their five sons and daughter in the cold and harsh environs of Trentham in the beautiful old
farmhouse set on the hill. As a baby, Frank developed poliomyelitis, infantile paralysis. His practical and nononsense mother investigated all avenues to ensure he was given the best care. This involved going to live in Sydney at age five, without family, to be treated by the renowned Sister Elizabeth Kenny. It has been suggested that
he may be one of Australia’s oldest survivors of polio.
Ultimately, Frank learnt to walk, albeit with a metal splint and walking stick. For many years he regaled his children
with stories of his riding a bike through the snow on one leg to school in Kyneton, 10 kilometres away.
Being unable to help on the farm with the physical work, he took up the saxophone. He has derived great enjoyment from music throughout his life and loved nothing more than being asked to play, whether it be in a friend’s
lounge room or the Victorian Bar dinner. A great source of pride was the edition of the Bar News with his resplendent, white-suited figure on the front cover, saxophone ashine.
Frank began secondary school at Marist College Kyneton in 1942 until leaving certificate and then went to complete matriculation in 1948 at St Pat’s Ballarat as a boarder. A sports-oriented school, Frank, unable to play, became the analyst of the football team and earnt the respect of the players with his thoughtful observations.
He continued his love of footy through watching his beloved Essendon, especially through the 1980s when son-inlaw Frank Dunell featured in the 1984 grand final victory, going on to be the only County Court judge to ever don a
grand final medal while sitting on the bench. Many of his twilight years were enhanced, wiling away the hours
watching the Bombers on television.
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Continues……….
An excellent scholar, he excelled in French and literature and went on
to study law at the University of Melbourne, graduating with honours in
1954. Frank lived at Salesian-run Don Bosco in Sydney Road, Brunswick, and remained faithful to the Salesians throughout his life, heavily
involved in the Eucharistic Congress of 1972 and papal tour of 1986.
And, while working on his memoir Splints to Silk in early retirement, he
regularly attended the Salesian office to help out. He was a man of
great faith.
Frank became the pride and
joy of his mother when, unable to spud farm, he graduated law. About this time, he
met Mary Bernadette Busch.
He couldn’t believe his luck,
and they married in 1961 and
went on to have five sons
and four daughters.
Frank loved Mary and his
family dearly and thrived on the business of cheering on children and
grandchildren in football, cricket, netball, music, plays, and many other
activities.
He taught the family to fish at the Barwon Heads beach house, make a
fire at his beloved Howqua shack, cook raspberry coconut slice and prune
roses at home.
Frank loved the law and worked tirelessly till his enforced retirement at 75.
In his 70s, he had a period of receiving radiotherapy before going on to work, never missing a day.
He worked as a barrister until he was appointed silk, QC, in 1977 when, at his welcome, his nine children, wife
Mary and his mother-in-law sat in an almost full jury box.
At this and his later welcome as a County Court judge in 1982, many were astounded to hear the number of committees and involvements Frank had, from long-term member of the Bar Council, member of the law reform and
ethics committees to the St Columba’s College and Tobin Brothers boards, to organiser of the St Vincent’s parish
gymkhana, member of the Strathmore Football Club committee and national president of the Knights of the Southern Cross.
This involvement in law, community and sport ultimately manifested in the
proud honour of AM in the Queen’s Birthday honours of 2004 “for services
to the judiciary and the administration of justice in Victoria and to the community through a range of church, social support, youth and sporting organisations”.
Frank was proud of his family and would regale any unsuspecting lawyer
with anecdotes over lunch at the Owen Dixon dining room at the Essoign
Club, which he established. His son, Matthew, opened Walsh Chambers,
Geelong, in his honour. He was best loved for his qualities of humanity,
humility and undying drive and positivity. Ever the glass half-full optimist,
he would rival Daryl Kerrigan in the pool-room stakes.
Always enjoying a joke, often at the expense of himself, he was known to
join the primary school parent race halfway down the straight, giving himself a much-needed head start. Walking across Williams Street to the Supreme Court as he did so often, he once crossed with loquacious barrister
Len Flanigan and clinically blind lawyer Keith Smith and the trio were
nicknamed “the dumb leading the blind leading the lame”. He thought it
was hilarious.
With heavy splint and walking stick, you never once heard him complain.
Much to the chagrin of the family when he was 60, he applied for a disabled car park. It was a shock – he just wasn’t regarded as disabled .
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After losing Mary in 2018, he moved to Star of the
Sea Torquay, where the races, and his brother’s
part ownership in Redzel, kept his spirit alive. He
was passionate about the horses and had been a
regular attendee of the races and trots, owning
many trotters with his brothers named after family
members, such as Arresting Tess and Mattenandi.
And, with his eternal optimism and enthusiasm,
he filled the long COVID year of 2020 with joy
awaiting the birth of his first great-grandchild Sophie, he wrote her a poem and had a piece of art
made for her – he derived great joy from giving.
Letters found among his things recently are testament to his humanity, many clients writing to
thank him for the pro bono work, prison inmates thanking him for his compassion, an overwhelming sentiment of
gratitude. As one letter said: “You have restored my faith in humanity.”
Frank is survived by his five sons, four daughters, 14 grandchildren and one great grandchild.
Vale, dad, for a polio victim, you packed in a hell of a life.

The preceding tribute was written by Anne Dunnell who is Frank and Mary Walsh’s eldest
child. It was published in THE AGE NEWSPAPER, July 18, 2021.

Above: The official opening of the Walsh chambers in Geelong which is named in honour of Frank Walsh AM
QC, a retired County Court of Victoria judge, who sat on six circuits in Geelong during his 24 years on the
bench.
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INTRODUCING THE HONOURABLE
DAME ROSEMARY VARTY OAM DSJ
Dame Rosemary was invested into our Order in 2006.
I grew up on a farm in the Yarra Valley. As children we had a number of daily
chores, and in the summer worked in the orchard picking cherries, or in the
berry patch picking loganberries, blackberries and raspberries – for which we
got paid pocket money.
During the Second World War, because my father was in a “protected occupation” he was prevented from enlisting. He was required to grow food for the
Defence Department. Peas, beans, tomatoes and potatoes were the main
crops. Grandfather taught us in the dense bush, how to find our way so that we would never get lost, or feel afraid
of the enveloping bush.
The small bush primary school we attended at Seville was several kilometres walk each way. The school went to
year eight. At year six you could sit an entrance exam for admission to Lilydale Higher Elementary School, then
complete five years of secondary schooling.
At left: As a Prefect in 1949, year eleven at Lilydale Higher Elementary School
My parents then sent me to board with an aunt in Brunswick to attend business college to acquire secretarial and bookkeeping skills.
Being an active child I was always ready to play backyard cricket
and kick to kick football with my brothers and cousins. From these
beginnings I went on to play many formal sports, commencing with
tennis, badminton, athletics, cricket and fencing. Fencing participation at the YWCA, was rewarded with being selected as an official
for the 1956 Melbourne Olympic Games.
These and many other memories, added to the family values we
had been given of honesty and integrity and serving the community,
that would stand me in good stead for the future. Although all I
wanted to do was be a farmer, was told in no uncertain terms that
girls couldn’t be farmers – the farm was for the boys.
So began my journey
My main areas of interest have been education, church and community, and bowls.
My work in the community has extended over a period of some sixty
-five years, assisting those wonderful volunteer groups who work so
hard in our community. If I have been able to assist them with funding applications, incorporation, access to Government Departments,
Ministers and information at all levels of government that has been
very rewarding.
During the1980’s and 1990’s private schools in outer
eastern Melbourne were experiencing rapid growth.
Tintern Girls Grammar in Ringwood East, Billanook College in Mooroolbark and Alkira in Box Hill were those
that I had the most involvement with, as a Board member of each for five years (not at the same time, as I considered that would be unethical).
Families at Tintern were asking why they could not have
the same education for their boys. A feasibility study
was undertaken for a boy’s school under the Tintern
banner. The Board agreed to proceed. At the time the
State government was selling schools left vacant in the
area Southwood school in Heathmont was available, at
the right price and so the Tintern Southwood Boys
School was established.
Above: With Silvan horticulturalists in 1992.
Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum-For Faith for Service to Humanity

7

Continues……...
Billanook, was a new low fee school in a rapidly developing area. It
experienced all the difficulties of obtaining funding for capital works and
setting fees that were affordable for the families in the area.
During the 1980’s disabled centres, as they were then then known,
were being split into Special Development Schools and support centres
for those with intellectual disabilities. Alkira at Box Hill was one such
centre. Alkira Centre Inc. continues to provide training and support to
adults with intellectual disabilities. Box Hill Special Development
School became East Burwood SDS
The Yarra Valley, east of Melbourne did not have any tertiary education
facilities. In the 1980s a planning council was established to lobby government for the establishment of such a facility. As a planning council
member I worked towards that end. In 1992 when Swinburne became
a university, one of the requirements in the legislation was that a campus be established in the region. A campus was established at
Lilydale, together with a TAFE campus. The campus was closed in
2013 when the legislation was changed.

In 1994 I unveiled this stained glass window at
Puffing Billy, that had been donated by the
Soroptomist Clubs of the Dandenong Ranges.

Box Hill Institute took over the facility in 2016. It now provides tertiary
training across a range of disciplines. A new trade training centre has
been established that will help address the shortage of a range of
trades in the area. Out of the “ashes” of Swinburne has come a wonderful new Box Hill Institute Campus. The site also now houses the
Yarra Ranges Library

Seville was settled in the late 1800’s. My great-grandfather, who had migrated from Scotland, took up allotments
totalling 262 acres in 1869 under the land Act 1869. My father inherited 70 acres in 1953, where my family still farm
In the 1880s in Seville there was a wish to build a church. A public meeting to purchase land and erect a building
for the Church of England in Seville was held in February 1886. My great-grandfather was on the building committee.
In July 1886 the Dean of Melbourne held the first service in St
Paul’s Seville. I was baptised and married in the church, as had
been my parents before me. My first involvement was as a Sunday school teacher and since my return to Seville in 1993 that link
has continued as vestry member, Synod member, reader, communion assistant and intercessor. As my Parkinson’s advances,
stealthily, and takes away my ability to walk, I am no longer able to
take an active part in the life of the church.
Seville has always been a very active community, providing community facilities by doing it themselves.. The Seville War Memorial
swimming pool was such a venture. The pool was closed when
the Shire was rationalising pools in the Shire.
The Seville Township Group, of
which I am a member, looked
at what could replace the pool.
On my trips overseas I had
seen water play parks. Small
children don’t want to swim
laps, but they love playing in
water.
Eventually the Shire agreed
and formed a project group to
assess what a water play park
should incorporate. The local
school children came up with
some wonderful ideas, some of
which were included in the final project. I had the pleasure of opening the project in February 2011 Above: Opening of the Wangeroo Childcare Centre in

1989. I love this photo, not because of me, but because of the perplexed look on the
face of the little boy in the denim jacket. He was very concerned because the ‘’tree was
still in the pot’’. We reassured him that the landscaper would plant it properly the next
day.
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My work in helping to establish Bowls Victoria was very challenging, but
also very rewarding .The vote to merge the Victorian Ladies Bowling Association (VLBA) and the Royal Victorian Bowls Association (RVBA) was
overwhelmingly supported by the clubs. As part of the merger vote the
Constitution was also approved.
As Bowls Victoria President one of my great joys was to visit Clubs right
across the State for their special anniversaries. Small Clubs like the Kiewa Valley Bowling Club at Tangambalanga and the Wunghnu (one-ewe)
Bowls Club in the Goulburn Valley.
My private sector professional experience was in accounting, advertising,
insurance, and motor vehicle businesses from 1962 to 1985, including
responsibility for staff appointment and training, client accounting and administration.
My period in the Legislative
Council of the Victorian Parliament, from 1985 to 1999
has a special place in my
journey.
On the 2nd of
March 1985 there was a
general election for the Legislative Assembly and half of
the Legislative Council. I had been preselected as a candidate for
Nunawading Province. The result of the election in Nunawading was
a tied vote with 54,821 votes each to the final two candidates after
the distribution of preferences following a recount. The Returning Officer decided to draw lots. This resulted in my opponent being declared the winner. Party headquarters decided to ask for a Court of
Disputed Returns hearing. In the Supreme Court Justice John Starke was appointed to hear the case.
Justice Starke declared the election null and void and a fresh election was called. This was held on the 17 August
1985, which I won fairly easily after the distribution of preferences from one of the candidates. The significance of
Nunawading Province was that it determined the control of the Upper House – Labor or the Liberal/National Coalition.
In 1992 there was an electoral redistribution, Nunawading Province was abolished and I stood for the new Province of Silvan, which I won. With the election of the Liberal/Coalition, in 1992 I was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to Cabinet. It became clear to me that Cabinet processes needed to be brought up to date. I was appointed
as team leader of a group to bring the Parliamentary and Cabinet process into cyberspace - from the 18th century
into the 20th century. – by introducing electronic processing.
The Legislation Document Management System (LDMS) was
introduced You can now follow online and in real time the
passage of legislation through the parliament. The project
won a number of awards, nationally and internationally. The
system still operates today, with a few tweaks along the way.
My family are two daughters, three grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren. One daughter is a Rural Emergency
Doctor, the other works for a Federal MP. One granddaughter
is a vet, the other a District Nurse/palliative care nurse, and
my grandson is a sound and lighting engineer. My two greatgrandsons are gorgeous little boys.
I can no longer take an active part in the community but was
thrilled to receive an Order of Australia-OAM in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours 2021.
Top: The MCC Bowls Club, a men’s only Club, had difficulty coping with
the fact that a woman was a member of the Parliamentary Bowling
Club. After initially saying I couldn’t come with the Parliamentary team
MCC were told in no uncertain terms by Joan Kirner, the Premier, that as
the MCG was on Crown Land there was to be no discrimination. This was
in 1985
Middle photo: President Bowls Victoria
At left: Receiving the Technology in Government award from the Prime
Minister, John Howard in 1998 This was for the project to put legislation
and Cabinet online.
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INTRODUCING SERVING BROTHER
BENEDICT SOLER SBSJ

Maltese born Benedict Soler was invested in 1981 as a Serving Brother within our Order .which was originally established in 1048 AD by the Blessed Brother Gerard at the time of the Crusades. The Order began as a hospice for
pilgrims and the local population and served people of all faiths. The best intelligence places the original hospital
near the present-day Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.
The OSJ remains among the oldest chivalric and religious organizations in the world. Ben unfailingly implements the
Order’s motto: Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum (For Faith, For Service to Humanity) which serves as his moral compass and is reflected generously in his time and support of the Order's fund raising events the funds of which ultimately provide support to serve the sick, poor, and the needy locally and worldwide to the best of his ability. Ben is
part of our Victorian Priory and importantly provides a very successful connection between the Order and the, Maltese Australia Association. Ben was born in Vittoriosa, Malta. He migrated to Australia on 17th January 1951 and is
married with two children.
Ben willingly provides his time and efforts in ensuring that the Order maintains and honours the historic events which
challenged his country of birth during the Second World War. These events include the awarding of the George ross
Medal to attend the annual wreath laying ceremony to honour the service and sacrifice of those besieged on Malta
during the Second World War.
Recognising their bravery and sacrifice, on 15 April 1942, King George VI awarded the George Cross to the people
of Malta. Considered the highest award for bravery available to civilians, the George Cross was awarded to Malta to
"bear witness to a heroism and devotion that will long be famous in history."
Operation Pedestal, which is commemorated in August was a Second World War British operation to carry supplies
to the island of Malta via naval convoy (3-15 August 1942). This island fortress was a major base for British and allied forces carrying out attacks against German and Italian forces in North Africa, resulting in an Axis siege from
1940 to 1942. Despite being a tactical defeat for the Allies due to major losses, the critical resupply of aviation fuel
made the Operation an overall strategic victory, by allowing Malta to continue the fight . Ben's role in promoting, supporting and commemorating these two events in history is exceptionally important for not only our Order, but also for
the many Maltese born members of our communities, their extended family members, and also the members of the
three services of the ADF. He works hard to ensure that the services are locked into the Shrine of Remembrance
(Melbourne) Diary, ensuring that the remembrance is enduring. These two events in particular are extremely important for members of the Order of Saint John, which is headquartered in Valletta, Malta.
The role he fulfils within our Order is important, and one which is not
able to be emulated, given his extraordinary commitment to keep history alive, and ensuring that the close association between the Order
of St John and the Maltese communities is healthy and productive,
and that traditions are honoured.
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Serving Brother Ben Soler SBSJ continues
Maltese migration to Australia
The first free settler, Antonio Azzopardi, arrived in
Melbourne in 1837 and became a successful businessman, but few Maltese followed in his footsteps. By 1881, the Malta
-born population of Victoria was only 73. This was in spite of the fact
that emigration was vital to Malta, a small, resource-poor country, and
Britain encouraged emigration as part of a strategy of populating the
Empire with white British subjects.
Britain’s intentions conflicted with Australia’s 1901 Immigration Restriction Act, which kept the number of Maltese arrivals low in the early
20th century. During World War I Maltese immigration was severely
restricted, and a quota system for Maltese immigrants was introduced
in 1920. International pressure resulted in the quota being raised in
1923, and 395 Malta-born people lived in Victoria by 1933.
In 1948 an assisted passage agreement was signed with Malta, the
first such agreement Australia had made with any country other than
Britain. This resulted in large numbers of arrivals, peaking in the 1950s.
By 1966, the Malta-born population of Victoria was 26,452.

The Soler family leave Malta to join Frank
Soler in Melbourne. 1950

Since the mid-1970s there have been far fewer immigrants from Malta,
and the number of Malta-born Victorians has declined slowly. In 2016,
Victoria had the largest Malta-born population in Australia, with a total
of 17,872 people. Maltese was spoken at home by 63% of community
members, while most others spoke English.

Today, the community is largely concentrated in Sunshine and Keilor. They are evenly spread across the employment spectrum. Almost everyone in the community is Catholic, and the church has played a vital role since the early
years of settlement. Many other organisations in Victoria also help to maintain the rich legacy of Maltese history,
language, music and religion, coordinated by the Maltese Community Council of Victoria.
Michael Lallo, a senior culture writer at The Age and The Sydney Morning Herald interviewed Ben Soler a couple of
years ago: “Though he was just a toddler in World War II, Ben Soler remembers his native Malta - a strategic base
for the British military - under siege from Axis forces. ''At the time, we were the most bombed nation on earth,'' he
says. ''The enemies actually wanted to starve us to death.''
Indeed, malnourishment killed Ben Soler's infant brother and contributed to the death of his sister. His house was
bombed, his home town reduced to rubble. It was a fate many Maltese endured with stoicism; their bravery prompting King George VI to award the George Cross - Britain's highest civil decoration - to the entire nation.
''People don't believe how much I remember as a toddler,'' Mr Soler says. ''But let me tell you, I remember a lot from
a very young age: enemy planes flying over, the searchlights, the air
sirens, even the smell of the bomb shelters.''
The enduring trauma suffered by childhood war survivors is well documented. Mr Soler, however, says he suffered no lasting harm. ''You
have to remember that I had a toddler's point of view,'' he says. '
'It wasn't war to me; it was child's play, a carnival. Of course, my mother didn't think so.''
When pressed, he admits to crying for his father, a volunteer fighter
and bombardier. But the George Cross is about more than national
heroism for Mr Soler. 'I was there for the Convoy of Santa Maria,'' he
says, referring to the British operation to transport supplies to the islands. Only five of the 14 merchant ships made it, but it was enough to
sustain the nation. ''When I saw the lorries coming down the road, I
knew the siege had been lifted.''
Ben’s parents migrated to Australia arriving on the 17th January 1951.
They chose Australia because Ben’s grandfather was already here.
Please note: black and white photographs printed by State Library of Victoria in 1991 from print made 1950.
Ben’s profile continues.

The Soler family photographed in Pawla, Malta,
1949, just before Frank Soler left for Australia
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In 1964, on 8th of September, to mark Malta’s annual national day, Ben’s father, Francis Soler,
founded The Maltese Australian Social Club, as an extension of the 17th Melbourne 1st
Malta Scouts Group.
Over the years the Soler family assisted other Maltese migrants to settle happily in Australia through the Social Club which then
grew into the current active Maltese Australian Association.
Below: Ben Soler, Air Scout in the backyard of 33 Church Street Richmond

Scouting
Movement : As a youth, Ben was in the 9th Richmond Scout Group, 8th Richmond
Air Scouts Group and the 17th Melbourne/1st Malta Rover Scouts.
Maltese Australian Association formed by Ben’s father, Francis Soler on 8
September 1964 under the patronage of the Hon Sir Hubert Opperman, Kt
OBE. Ben serves, and has served as a Committee Member, Social Organiser, Vice President and President

Importantly, Ben’s Ancestry is directly linked to Balí Raymond
Soler shown below.

The Malta Independent Newspaper on Wednesday, 2 May 2007, reported that
among some items that were recently brought to the National Museum of Fine
Arts from the Church of Our Lady of Pilar was a fine full-length portrait of one
of the two main benefactors of the church, that of Balí Raymond Soler of Majorca, and Commendatore of Barcelona, identifiable by the coat-of-arms at the
bottom right of the painting. These items were retrieved from the convent store
in order to ensure their safekeeping. As holdings of the Tal-Pilar church, they
form part of the national inventory and thus fall under the direct responsibility
of the museum.
The Tal-Pilar church and convent, adjacent to the Auberge d’Aragon, were the main recipients of the munificence of
Balí Soler, one of the dignitaries of the Langue of Aragon. He was born in 1603 and died on 20 March 1680,
aged 77, as testified by his tombstone located behind the altar of the oratory at St John’s Co-Cathedral.

12
Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum-For Faith for Service to Humanity

The Shelter of Peace adjacent to the Shrine of Remembrance in St. Kilda Road Melbourne, with it’s
spectacular roof in the shape of a Maltese Cross,
was completed in December 1994 at the instigation
of Ben Soler. It was designed by the late Chevalier Max Chester
OAM KJSJ. In 1995 Ben commenced holding two ceremonies
there every year. In April to commemorate the awarding of the
George Cross by King George VI to the people of Malta for their
bravery in WWII on15 April 1942, and in August each year, a second ceremony to mark the arrival of the life-saving convoy, Operation Pedestal from Britain which entered Valetta Harbour on the
14th August 1942. Both ceremonies are very moving and spectacular. Passers-by stop to watch and learn about Malta’s bravery
and how these migrants have enriched our lives in Australia.
They enjoy the marching cadets, the flags, the mounting of the
guard, the military bands and the exciting flypasts of modern and historic aircraft. All thanks to Ben Soler.
Ben has also arranged on behalf of the Maltese Australian Association, ceremonies at the Shrine to honour Her
Excellency Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, the President of the Republic of Malta who laid a wreath when she visited
Melbourne on 21 July 2015. Ben also arranged a large welcoming ceremony when the Prime Minister of Malta
visited Melbourne with his family.
Malta played a vital role during World War 11 owing to its importance to Axis shipping lanes and to allied air support in the Mediterranean region. The islands suffered enormous damage due to sustained bombing and strafing by
enemy forces. The bravery of the Maltese people in their long struggle against sustained enemy attacks moved HM
King George V1 to award the George Cross to Malta on a collective basis on April 15 1942 “to bear witness to a
heroism and devotion that will long be famous in history”.
Ben’s other community leadership roles and connections include: Maltese Community Council of Victoria (MCCV)
where he was a Delegate representing Maltese Australian Association. He served in Sub-committees of MCCV:
Sub Committee Member and designer of 2 Moomba Floats [Awarded First Prize]; Cultural Committee organising
the Maltese Cultural Festival, and the Song Festival Committee; Maltese Literature Group Committee Member,
Social Organiser; Maltese Music Guild Founder, and President; Maltese Historical Association; Established The
Friends of Malta under the patronage of Sir Hubert Opperman.
This committee was instrumental in erecting the memorial (pictured below) to honour the People of Malta George
Cross and its Defenders. Ben has been involved with the Shrine Governors in organising the annual commemorative services including George Cross Medal Award to Malta in April, and Operation Pedestal in August.
Ben has certainly enriched Australia through his active Presidency of the Maltese Australian Association over so
many years.

Below: The Shelter of Peace Memorial is situated on Birdwood Ave, Kings Domain (adjacent to the Shrine of
Remembrance, Melbourne)
It was designed by Chevalier Max Chester OAM KJSJ (deceased), and is also known as the Maltese War Memorial. It is an open timber structure across a pathway, with wooden panels either side. It pays tribute to the
people of Malta and to those who served in defence of the country during World War II.
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THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA HONOURS SYSTEM
Many people in the community do not understand the process involved in someone being awarded
an Order of Australia Honour, and are often critical of people not being recognised. The following information is to encourage OSJ members to consider taking the step of nominating a worthy member.
Nominations are made online at :
https://www.gg.gov.au/australian-honours-and-awardsorder-australia/nominate-someone-orderaustralia
The following is the process involved:
A nomination is submitted confidentially by any member of the community after the gathering of
information from various sources, other than the nominated person.
The information provided should include:

 Examples of how they have demonstrated outstanding qualities
 What they have done to make things better for others
 The role(s) or area(s) in which they have excelled
 The period of time, or dates of service (if known)
 Evidence of other awards or recognition received by the nominee
As part of the nomination up to four referees are required, with the provision of references in advance preferred. More references or statements can be attached. The more information provided
the easier it is in the consideration of the nomination.
The process of nominating and collecting information etc is highly confidential and must not be
disclosed to the ‘candidate. A case worker is appointed to process each nomination.
On receipt of the nomination, the Order of Australia secretariat in the Governor-General’s Office
starts the processing of the nomination by contacting referees to provide a reference or to support their provided reference with further information. The secretariat may also request references
or further information from other people they consider appropriate in respect of the nomination.
The Council of the Order of Australia meets twice yearly to consider nominations and to make
recommendations to the Governor-General, to request the secretariat to obtain further information or to reject a nomination.
The secretariat makes contact with nominees to ascertain if they would accept an award if it is
made and to verify the information provided.
The process is very thorough and can take on average 18 months - 24 months after receipt of a
nomination to the award announcement, which are made by the Governor General’s Office on
26th January—Australia Day, and on the Monday of the Queens Birthday weekend.
Award presentations are conducted several times per year at Government
House, hosted by Victoria’s State Governor.
Printed with the permission of the author, the Chair, Barwon Regional Committee Order of
Australia Association Chevalier Wayne Myers OAM CGSJ CPA
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VICTORIAN PRIORY MEMBERS COMMITMENTS
August 14 2021 (Saturday) at St Andrew’s New Street Brighton
Priory Annual Chapter Meeting
Priory Investiture
Priory Celebratory Luncheon
VICTORIAN PRIORY CHRISTMAS DINNER PARTY
December 10th (Friday pm) Kew Golf Club
VPAC Revised Meeting Schedule 2021 (Thursday)
August 19, October 21; December 2
By ZOOM unless notified.
Priory Functions Committee & Major Events Committee
by Zoom as arranged
GEELONG COMMANDERY

BALLARAT COMMANDERY

29 JULY 2021

MEETS ON MONDAY

30 SEPTEMBER 2021

2 AUGUST 2021

25 NOVEMBER 2021

6 SEPTEMBER 2021

MEETING AT ALL SAINTS
ANGLICAN CHURCH, NOBLE STREET,
NEWTOWN

4 OCTOBER 2021

[LOWER MEETING ROOM]

8 NOVEMBER 2021
WEDNESDAY 8 DECEMBER 2021

THURSDAY COMMENCING AT 430PM
MORNINGTON PENINSULA GIPPSLAND GROUP
CHECK WITH PRIORY SECRETARY CHEVALIER ALEX
ANDERSON OAM JP C GSJ M: 0415886 000
Priory Website:

www.osjvictas.org.au
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