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An Open Letter to all members and families of the Victorian Priory
I trust that you are all coping with the ongoing frustrations and restrictions caused by the highly infectious and deadly Covid 19, and are remaining well and busy. As you will without doubt personally experienced the cancellations of your own meetings and family gatherings, I’m sure you would appreciate the
difficulties the Priory Administrative Council has had in trying to second guess the pathway and life of the
pandemic.
We have been so disappointed to have had to postpone our Investiture and luncheon in June, and particularly in trying to establish alternate firm dates for the Investiture, luncheon and Annual Chapter Meeting.
The use of IT platforms such as ZOOM to keep in contact, has proven to be a boon for the Councillors in
keeping contact, and ensuring that the business of the Victorian Priory continues to operate.
At the Victorian Priory Council Meeting (by ZOOM) held on the 17th September, the Council, which was
also attended virtually by the Grand Prior Chevalier David Wilckens KJSJ and Bailiff Peter Wiltshire
OSJ, discussed the Investiture , luncheon and meeting schedule going forward. Given that Victoria has
been denied access to other States excluding NSW, this has brought to a halt any opportunity for Victorian members to attend face to face Chapter meetings and Investitures in Tasmania or South Australia.
More importantly, the current ongoing restrictions regarding gatherings in Melbourne plus the closed
borders, preclude the travel of both the Grand Prior (SA) and the Grand Priory Prelate (Tas) to conduct
the Victoria Investiture at least until the end of the year. Unfortunately, these factors mean that the Melbourne Investiture cannot be held in 2020.
The Council concluded that although the Annual Chapter Meeting can be held virtually by ZOOM on the
original date [Saturday 14th November 2020], the Investiture and associated Celebratory Luncheon will
be moved to the alternate date -Saturday, 27 February 2021 through necessity.
I express our deep disappointment at this state of affairs, but know that you will understand our decision
to ensure that we keep safe. Our very patient Aspirants were advised of the new date, and fingers crossed,
we look forward with great joy to being able to hold their Investiture. Our second Zoom meeting with the
Aspirants has been planned, following the very successful ‘get together’ held last month.
We note with regret the passing of Chevalier Ray Thomas KSJ who was invested in 2013. Although dealing with encroaching ill health, Ray tried very hard to maintain links with his many charities and organisations. A tribute to him is on page 2.
This edition of the HERALD has some great articles and information - including profiles of two influential members of the Order, news from the two Commanderies, the segue between a special stamp and a
famous cyclist and politician, and much more.
I hope you enjoy reading it, and perhaps learn something new along the way.

Kindest regards

Yours in the Service of the Order of Saint John.
Prior Barbara Abley AM CJSJ FACN
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Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum 1048 AD - For Faith For Service To Humanity

IN MEMORIAM

CHEVALIER RAYMOND DRUMMOND THOMAS KSJ PHF was invested into the Order of St
John in 2013 (see Investiture Group photo below).
The Order of Saint John notes with sadness the passing of Chevalier Ray Thomas at the Austin Hospital on Sunday (Sept. 13) at the age of 89. Ray is reunited with his late wife Joyce.
His passing is mourned by his daughters Rhonda and Gail, and their families. A private service was held on the 23 September 2020.
Ray was a Mechanical Engineer and had a Diploma of Mechanical Engineering. He was a Group
Scoutmaster in the Geelong area and later held a similar position in Doncaster. Ray served Freemasonry for 64 years and a Past Master in Victoria and Australia. He also served as Chaplain, Harmony Lodge, Taiwan. Ray was appointed a Life Governor of the Freemason’s Hospital. (Melbourne) He
was prominent in business in Asia, and received many international business awards.
Ray has been a member of the Asia Pacific League for Freedom and Democracy and the World
League for Freedom and Democracy through the Australian Chapters initially under the guidance
and Presidency of the late Bruce Skeggs. He served the Chapters as Treasurer, Secretary General
and Senior Vice President, and was awarded the “Valliant for Freedom” citation in Canada at the 25th anniversary of World Freedom Day. Ray was also involved in Rotary for twenty eight years, the first four years in Bayswater and the remainder in Heidelberg.
He was elected an Honorary Member of the Rotary Club of Taipei, Taiwan in 2004. Encroaching ill health did little to slow his strong
desire to support his charities and other voluntary work.
He has been particularly involved in Rotary International Club projects linking the Heidelberg and Taipei Clubs and was awarded a
Paul Harris Fellow for his work. He was involved in many charitable projects with both clubs particularly following the 2005 Kashmir
earthquake and the 2009 Victorian bushfires.
Vale Chevalier Raymond Thomas KSJ PHF
VICTORIAN PRIORY INVESTITURE JUNE 2013
Newly invested members including Chevalier Ray Thomas KSJ

Rear: L-R Chevaliers Bernard Walshe KSJ KSC , Brigadier Dr. Geoffrey Christopherson AM KSJ, Andrew Constance KSJ ,
Rt Rev. Dr. Mark Burton O StJ, KSJ, Raymond Thomas KSJ. Front: L-R Chevalier Vance Hilton OAM KSJ,
Dame Leonie Christopherson AM DSJ, Chevalier Rev Russell Braddon KSJ.
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wHO’S WHO IN THE VICTORIAN PRIORY
Introducing Chevalier Alex Anderson oam jp cgsj
Victorian priory secretary
My earliest recollections of my first years were of an Anderson Shelter (no relation to the designer) in the back garden of a house in
Banbury, Oxfordshire in 1944 where we sheltered from bombings
during the air raids.
My father, who was serving in South Africa had been relocated from
Capetown to Banbury to oversee some operations at the aluminium
works in Banbury which produced the aluminium for the RAF fighter
planes and which was a major target for the Luftwaffe air raids. The
factory was affectionately known as the “Älley” and was joked about
as being a ‘bowling alley’ due to the large number of bombs that
came it’s way.
Mum was the District Midwife and due to the requirements of her role
we were one of the few families that had a car and unlimited petrol in those days, a Morris Oxford Traveller as I recollect. Early schooling was in Banbury, and in 1950 the family moved to Sunderland in Co. Durham so that my family
could be near my maternal grandmother who was widowed during the war.
Schooling was at the local secondary school and then at the Technical College after what was the equivalent of Junior
School in those days. At Junior school I also studied music (coming from a musical family) and my mothers’ first
choice of piano did not go down well, so I moved to brass and strings taking up Trumpet and Double Bass. The Double Bass has been with me ever since and I still play in bands, and also mentor young musicians in the Westernport
Regional Band.
In 1958, as I was not an apprentice in a required vocation I enlisted in the Army as a volunteer, otherwise I would have
been conscripted, as National Service in the UK was still in operation at that time. My reason for volunteering was that
three generations of my family had served in the Black Watch (RHR) and I didn’t want to end up as a cook or driver.
The recruitment officer was delighted and assured me that I would go straight to the Regiment.
Initial training was in Perth, Scotland, and shortly after that I was on the Troopship Empire Fowey on my way to Cyprus
to join the Regiment which was engaged in the EOKA Terrorist Campaign involving Archbishop Makarios and General
Grivas.

Our Wedding 26th September 1975. in Johannesburg South Africa
L-R Evan Gill, Jenny Gill, David Swallow (Patricia’s Father), Patricia, Alex and Noel Wheeler ( Best Man).
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Chevalier Alex’s Profile continues
Three times around the world voyages was enough and again
through friends I was introduced to William (Bill) Pollock, the
President of Drake International, at that time one of the foremost Personnel Agencies in the world.

Alex, taken in October 1958 when he was 17 and 9
months old and a Cadet in Training with the Regiment

Two years in Cyprus, back to the UK, then back to
Cyprus for six months as part of a UN Peacekeeping
Force. On returning to the UK in 1964,

Six months into my employment I was offered the opportunity
to transfer to Sydney and three weeks later was on a plane
with a suitcase and a briefcase. The Sydney operations prospered and I was asked to open the company’s operation in
I transferred to the Coldstream Guards , primarily to
New Zealand, which I did, accompanied by my then fiancé
be nearer to my family and spent the next five years
Patricia, who I met through Drake while she was working in the
on Regimental and Household Duties involving Buck- Brisbane office.
ingham Palace, Windsor Castle, The Bank of EngNext move was to open operations in South Africa, and in
land, the House of Commons, and playing Rugby for
1975 we moved to Johannesburg, and were married there in
the Regiment and Hampstead Rugby Club.
September that year.
Eleven years and two hundred and fifty seven days
1978 saw us move back to Australia, initially to Sydney where
after enlisting I became a civilian again and found
our first son James was born in 1981 and where I became a
myself in London with a need to find myself another
member of the Rotary Club of Five Dock, and also a Justice of
career.
The Peace in NSW.
Through some Rugby playing friends I was introIn 1983, we moved to Melbourne and I ‘transferred’ to the Roduced to a Director of P&O lines and shortly thereafter I sailed on the SS Canberra from Southampton to tary Club of Mount Eliza, and where our second son Ross was
born in 1984. I also became a Justice of the Peace and a Bail
Sydney as a Cruise Director.
Justice in Victoria at this time and had moved from Drake Personnel to the Accounting firm of Touche Ross & Co as a Management Consultant and became a Partner prior
to the merger with KPMG.
Since 1987 I have worked as an independent
consultant in the fields of Business Re-organisation,
Recruitment at senior levels, Risk Management ,
Occupational Health and Safety (HSE) and advisor to a number of Boards.
Throughout all of these moves I continued to
play Rugby (Union) and represented Australia in
the World Masters Games in 2002 and 2009.
After that I was given strict instructions by the
one person I dare not contradict to “Get real” and
hang up the boots.
At left: THE RANELAGH BAND
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Chevalier Alex’s Profile continues
Now in “Retirement” I serve on three Boards, Chair two of them, and am
also involved in Rotary (still), Legacy, The Men’s Shed Association ,The
Order of Australia Association and the Victorian Justices Association, although I am no longer called out in the middle of the night to conduct Bail
Hearings.
Our sons James and Ross live in Vancouver with their wives and our
three grandchildren and these moves came about after James concluded
his twelve year Army career and married a Canadian girl he had met while
at Duntroon. He retired as the youngest Major in the Army at that time,
and his brother Ross decided that as a keen skier he should take advantage
of the ski slopes in British Columbia and also be close to his brother.
Both boys have done remarkably well and we have Riley and Sloane
(James & Laura) and Fernie (Ross & Nicole) with the children’s ages at 4
years, 2 years and the latest, Fernie at 3 months. We see them all every
few days via Facetime but it’s not the same as being able to hold them, &
it looks like it will be a while before we can visit them or they can visit us.
I joined the Order (London) in October 2010, and moved to the Victorian Priory (Malta Obedience) in 2012, and have
served on the Victorian Priory Administrative Council in a number of roles since 2015.
My current role as Priory Secretary came about on the retirement of Chevalier Graeme Boyles who was a very hard act
to follow. I also sit on the Grand Priory Council and my role there is as Extension Officer to take our Australasian Order
into New Zealand, a formidable task at any time but made more so due to the travel restrictions currently in place.
I am, and have always been, supported by my beautiful wife Serving Sister Patricia (above left), who is a tower of
strength with an innate ability to keep me always on the straight and narrow, and without whom I would be a much
lesser mortal.
Editor’s note: Alex was elected a Charter Member of the Australian Human Resources Institute in 1981 and a
Fellow of The Institute of Company Directors in 1989; He was honoured with a Paul Harris Fellow by Rotary
International in 2006 citing his Community Service Work as a Bail Justice involving many hours of community
commitment, most often late at night or very early in the morning. This Award was added to by a Sapphire Pin
awarded in 2018. He has served the Rotary Club of Mount Eliza as a President, Secretary, Treasurer, and as
International Director. Alex is the long term Organiser of the Anzac and Remembrance Day Services; Chair,
since 2010. Board Member, since 2008 of Connecting Skills Australia (formerly Woorinyan) ; Mornington Peninsula Legacy Club—Sergeant at Arms; President Mount Eliza Men’s Shed . In 2019, Alex was awarded an
OAM in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list “For services to the Community of the Mornington Peninsula”.

The Anderson Clan gathering in Vancouver BC
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‘THE PANDEMIC IS A PORTAL’

Inspired by the words of Arundhati Roy:
an extract from The Financial Times April 4 2020.
‘Whatever it is, coronavirus has made the mighty kneel and
brought the world to a halt like nothing else could. Our minds are
still racing back and forth, longing for a return to 'normality,' trying
to stitch our future to our past and refusing to acknowledge the
rupture. But the rupture exists. ‘
“And in the midst of this terrible despair, it offers us a chance to rethink the doomsday machine we have built
for ourselves. Nothing could be worse than a return to normality.
Historically, pandemics have forced humans to break with the past and imagine their world anew. This one
is no different. It is a portal, a gateway between one world and the next.
Who can use the term “gone viral” now without shuddering a little? Who can look at anything any more — a
door handle, a cardboard carton, a bag of vegetables — without imagining it swarming with those unseeable, undead, un-living blobs dotted with suction pads waiting to fasten themselves on to our lungs?
Who can think of kissing a stranger, jumping on to a bus or sending their child to school without feeling real
fear? Who can think of ordinary pleasure and not assess its risk? Who among us is not a quack epidemiologist, virologist, statistician and prophet? Which scientist or doctor is not secretly praying for a miracle? Which
non believer — secretly, at least — submitting to science?
And even while the virus proliferates, who could not be thrilled by the swell of birdsong in cities, peacocks
dancing at traffic crossings and the silence in the skies? But unlike the flow of capital, this virus seeks proliferation, not profit, and has, therefore, inadvertently, to some extent, reversed the direction of the flow. It has
mocked immigration controls, biometrics, digital surveillance and every other kind of data analytics, and
struck hardest — thus far — in the richest, most powerful nations of the world, bringing the engine of capitalism to a juddering halt. Temporarily perhaps, but at least long enough for us to examine its parts, make an
assessment and decide whether we want to help fix it, or look for a better engine.
What is this thing that has happened to us? It’s a virus, yes. In and of itself it holds no moral brief. But it is
definitely more than a virus. Some believe it’s God’s way of bringing us to our senses. Others that it’s a Chinese conspiracy to take over the world, or the Russians re-engineering science.
Whatever it is, coronavirus has made the mighty kneel and brought the world to a halt like nothing else
could. Our minds are still racing back and forth, longing for a return to “normality”, trying to stitch our future
to our past and refusing to acknowledge the rupture. But the rupture exists. And in the midst of this terrible
despair, it offers us a chance to rethink the doomsday machine we have built for ourselves. Nothing could be
worse than a return to normality.
Historically, pandemics have forced humans to break with the past and imagine their world anew. This one
is no different. It is a portal, a gateway between one world and the next.
But unlike the flow of capital, this virus seeks proliferation, not profit, and has, therefore, inadvertently, to
some extent, reversed the direction of the flow. It has mocked immigration controls, biometrics, digital surveillance and every other kind of data analytics, and struck hardest — thus far — in the richest, most powerful nations of the world, bringing the engine of capitalism to a juddering halt. Temporarily perhaps, but at
least long enough for us to examine its parts, make an assessment and decide whether we want to help fix
it, or look for a better engine.
We can choose to walk through it, dragging the carcasses of our prejudice and hatred, our avarice,
our data banks and dead ideas, our dead rivers and smoky skies behind us. Or we can walk through
lightly, with little luggage, ready to imagine another world…. and ready to fight for it. “
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GEELONG COMMANDERY

At left: Geelong Commander Dame Ro Thompson CGSJ

The Geelong Commandery has approximately 50 members and we meet bi-monthly to conduct the business of the Commandery and maintain our social contacts.
During the COVOD-19 pandemic these meetings have been conducted via Zoom and it has
been pleasing to see some folk who do not otherwise attend the physical meetings.
We are usually involved in planning a fundraiser or investiture, but neither of these events
has been possible over the last 6 months. Our meetings also usually focus on updates from
those involved in various voluntary roles to keep us abreast of the work being done in our
community.
Many voluntary roles have been suspended due to the virus but there are also many members who have been able to continue volunteering roles, or take up new ones, within the current restrictions. Many members continue to be involved with their worship communities and
we have heard of the ways different churches have coped with the inability to hold regular
services.
At our last meeting we instituted an interview section, where one of our members was interviewed by another.
It is hoped that this will increase the familiarity of newer members with some of the longer standing members and
their community involvement. This is one way we can improve our social connections within the Order.
Our Commandery is based in Geelong and surrounds, providing a diverse environment for us as members. Many of
us live near the coast, the bay waterfront or the bush, and others have access to our lovely Barwon River walking
tracks.
We have been lucky that in a regional area we have had no restrictions on the amount of exercise we are able to
undertake. For many the garden has provided welcome outdoor activity and with the coming of spring, we can
spend time just appreciating the wonderful results of our hard work, or that of our neighbours.
These are indeed strange times but we remain connected by our allegiance to the Order and we hope to be able to
continue to serve into the future. There will surely be very high social needs as the impact of the pandemic unfolds.

COMMUNICATION
Circa 1918 Spanish Flu Pandemic
Circa 2020 Covid 19 Pandemic
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THE ORDER OF ST JOHN ~ PHILATELISTS OF BALLARAT
THE PAST INSPIRES THE PRESENT
During the COVID 19 lockdowns, Ballarat Commandery Stamp collectors Chevaliers Dr Michael Stubbs KSJ, Peter
Morey KGSJ and Tony Reyntjes KSJ and Geoff Hughes, husband of Dame Barbara Hughes OAM have been busy
improving and updating their collections.
All are Members of the Ballarat Philatelic Society with Life Members Peter Morey as current President and Tony
Reyntjes as the Club’s Archivist. Among their collecting interests Tony collects Antarctic and Canadian stamps, Peter
Australian, New Guinea stamps and Victorian Postal History and Revenues, Geoff Hughes collects Australian stamps
and coins. Michael Stubbs collects Australian and South Australian (where he was brought up) items.
All are keen to encourage young people to take up collecting stamps and to that end the Ballarat Philatelic Society has
been providing packets of 100’s of “Free Stamps for Kids” during the Pandemic lockdowns. The Club has been delighted that more than 80 children have applied for the free packets of stamps thus far.
The Club continues to offer the Free stamps option and hopes younger and young! older people perhaps might consider returning to stamp collecting or may take up one of the
World’s oldest hobbies!
For more information contact Chevalier Peter Morey on
petermorey05@gmail.com or ballaratstampclub.com.au

Chevalier Peter recently received the stamp [at left] named
'Cinderella' of Sir Hubert Opperman and his epic fundraising
ride from Fremantle via Adelaide and Melbourne on to
Sydney for the Infantile Paralysis After-Care Fund, Victoria
in 1937.
The following article and photograph records the epic ride:
Australia’s golden age of cycling: Cheering echoed
throughout the streets of Sydney in November 1937 as some 60,000 people gathered along the last 80 kilometres of
Hubert Opperman’s epic trans-continental ride. Opperman, exhausted, was met by a chaotic and excited crowd exactly
13 days, ten hours and 11 minutes after he began his ride in Fremantle, Western Australia. Police sirens heralded a
convoy of hundreds of cars and cyclists. Officials were unsuccessful in their calls for calm but urged the wildly enthusiastic supporters to, at the very least, refrain
from slapping Opperman on the back: as he
was severely sunburned. All over Australia,
people tuned into the event via live radio
broadcast.”
At right: Fans awaiting the arrival of Hubert
Opperman at the completion of his transcontinental ride, 1937, outside Malvern Star
showroom, Campbell Street, Sydney
Hubert Opperman or ‘Oppy’ as he was affectionately known, was once as famous as
cricketer Don Bradman or racehorse Phar
Lap.
He competed in endurance events across
Australia under the sponsorship of Malvern
Star, whose proprietor, Sir Bruce Small, was
one of his greatest champions. Together, Bruce Small and Hubert Opperman made the Malvern Star name known all
over Europe by racing in European endurance events and winning the hearts of French cycling enthusiasts. Oppy also
competed in early Tour De France Races as well as many other events in Europe. He, together with Bruce Small were
both distinguished members of the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, & a short profile/story continues on the next page.
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The Honourable Sir Hubert Opperman OBE
The First Prior of Victoria - 1980

Sir Hubert was born in Rochester, Victoria in
1904 of British-German descent. His father
had worked as a butcher, miner, timbercutter and coach driver. Hubert learned as a
child to plough with six horses and to ride
bareback. He attended several schools and
delivered Post Office telegrams by bicycle.
Sir Hubert Opperman OBE, was invested
into the Order of Saint John on 26 April
1974 at St Thomas Aquinas Church in Brisbane as part of the first Investiture of the
Priory of Australia.
According to the publication ’Jerusalem to
Geelong—The Vitality of a Commandery’
May 2008; “The Service which was attended
by about 130 people, was described by the
Prior of the Australian Priory Bailiff Roland
Podesta as ‘our first solemn and public service of investiture of the Order in Australia.”
Other new knights included HE Gregorio G Abad (Ambassador of the Philippines to Australia), HE Joseph Forace
(High Commissioner of Malta to Australia), Sir Bruce Small (Mayor of the Gold Coast and MLA, Queensland), and the
Revd Canon Philip Newell (Anglican Priest).
The Publication went on to record (extracts) , “Whether by fate or by providence, the augmentation of the Order to
Australia owes much to the Maltese influence and by coincidence this historic influence spread to Geelong.” And further, “Much of the impetus for the growth of the Order in Victoria, and particularly in Geelong can be laid at the feet of
Chevalier later HE Bailiff Sir Hubert Opperman OBE.”
He was appointed the first Prior of Victoria in 1980. Following the death of Roland Podesta, Dr Douglas Hodges of
Brisbane was elected as the next Grand Prior of Australia. His term of office saw a period of growth and consolidation
which brought Australia into the mainstream of the Order. Sir Hubert was elevated to the position of Vice Grand Prior
by Grand Prior Dr. D Hodges GCSJ in 1983.
Bailiff Hodges died suddenly in 1989 and HE Bailiff Sir Hubert Opperman OBE became Acting Grand Prior until HE
Bailiff Robert Halliday was elected Grand Prior of Australia in Sydney in April 1989. In 1991 Grand Prior HE Bailiff
Robert Halliday moved the Grand Priory of Australia to the London based administration.
Sir Hubert remained a member of the
Order until his passing in 1996. His
mantle and Neck Jewel reside in the
small museum at his home town - Rochester. A statue of Oppy is located in
Moore St; with the Oppy Museum located
at 43 – 45 Mackay St in the Rochester
Library & Community Hub.
At left: The Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire (OBE decoration) is a British order of chivalry, rewarding contributions to the arts and sciences, work with
charitable and welfare organisations, and
public service outside the civil service.
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Chevalier Sir Hubert Ferdinand Opperman OBE (Oppy) (1904–1996)

Australian
High Commissioner
to Malta
Inaugural holder
Hubert Opperman
Formation 1967

Sir Hubert Opperman died as he would have wanted, on his exercise bike at the age of nearly 92 years. One of the greatest cyclists the world has seen, Sir Hubert, or "Oppy", as he was
known to Australians and the French who loved him, died, apparently from a heart attack.
His married life saw he and his wife living in several different homes, according to his appointments and service to his country.
Towards his later life, they [his wife of 68 years, Mavys] lived in a retirement village at the
foot of the Dandenong's, outside Melbourne. The former sporting champion and minister in
the Menzies Government, who had a hand in ending the White Australia policy, took his last
ride on a road two years ago. His 50 year old Malvern Star was then hung in the museum at
Rochester, his central Victorian birthplace.

The Oppermans met at Sunday school when he was 15 and she 12. He would keep his promise to Mavys because of
her sacrifices to his career, he said. In 1988, Sir Hubert Opperman was one of 200 people named in a book, The People Who Made Australia Great. Sixty years before, Sir Hubert was the clear winner of a Paris newspaper poll to discover the most popular sportsman in Europe. The result would, almost certainly, have been the same in Rome, Madrid or
Amsterdam. The young Opperman, more popular than the French tennis idol Jean Borotra, was smashing longdistance world cycling records with the kind of stunning superiority with which Don Bradman made centuries.
Opperman broke 58 world records in the 1920s and 1930s. His cycling career ended with World War II when he joined
the Royal Australian Air Force. He served from 1940 to 1945 and rose through the ranks from Drill Instructor, Pilot Officer to the rank of Fight lieutenant. He raced briefly after the war but retired in 1947. He was quoted as saying that his
5 years of service in the RAAF was the most rewarding thing he ever did: "I learnt there was a world outside sport."
Oppy's political pursuits began when he joined the 'People's Freedom' movement, which related to land in Moorabbin
that was to be used to create an airport, despite protests from locals. Lord Casey, a candidate for a new party called
the United Australia Party, and member of the seat of Corio (Geelong), recommended that Opperman stand for the Liberal Party.
Oppy did so and won the seat of Corio in 1949. He held the seat for 17 straight years (1949-1966). In 1956, he was
also appointed as Government Whip. Oppy was promoted five years later in 1961 to Minister of Shipping and
Transport and then Minister for Immigration. His focus was on lowering the high road death tolls by promoting the use
of seatbelts.
In a candid statement, Opperman said that 'In the next decade, road tolls will equal half of the migration population intake' in addition to 'the road toll between 1945 and 1960 being 20% higher than Australian battle deaths from WWII'.
Opperman was also adamant that bicycles should not require a licence. In fact, Oppy was instrumental in the creation
of 'Bike Ed' programs in Primary Schools.
In 1966, he was appointed Australia's first High Commissioner to Malta. Two years later he was knighted and made
a Knight Bachelor in 1968 for his services as High Commissioner to Malta.
As Immigration Minister, Sir Hubert inaugurated the
"Opperman Doctrine", enabling non-Europeans with qualifications "positively useful to Australia" to settle here.
This policy also made it possible for non-Europeans to become citizens after five years' residence instead of the 15
years previously required. Sir Hubert argued that Asian students, who had been brought up in Australia from primary to
university level, must suffer intolerably when told to leave
just before they became eligible for naturalisation. It was,
effectively, the beginning of the end of the White Australia
policy.
A wonderful life of service and inspiration ended in 1996.
Extracted from an article written by Mr Tony Stephens (Lives
that Shaped Australia’s History) 20 April 1996

This statue of Oppy is located in Moore St; Rochester
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Blaze Aid’s Background in brief: Out of the ashes of Black Saturday 2009 came an urgent need for
fences to be rebuilt and communities restored. Kilmore East farmers, Kevin and Rhonda Butler,
were among those whose fences were burnt. Needing to quickly secure their 1,500 sheep, they
sought assistance from family, friends and local volunteers to help rebuild their fences.
Within a week, the fences were completed – a task that would have taken them months to do on
their own. Grateful for the assistance they received, Rhonda and Kevin decided to try to help a few
others with their fencing.
Thus, BlazeAid was born. Eleven years on, and many natural disasters later, the need has intensified, as has the voluntary and financial support needed to continue the never ending rebuilding of
fencing and communities.
To all of those caring, generous people out there who donated money / raised funds for BlazeAid and wondered if their efforts made a difference, please read this heart warming letter from a Mum and her family
who live in Bombala NSW :
‘Hi Kevin (Butler),
I live on a property at Rockton NSW which was burnt out by bushfires on the 4th January 2020. I
just wanted to let you know how extremely grateful I am for BlazeAids assistance. Stuart, Lisa,
Derek & a team of awesome Backpackers worked tirelessly & transformed my place.
I have experienced a few hard knocks lately in my personal and family life with loss of livelihood,
property being burnt out & then 2 weeks after the fire went through, being diagnosed with breast
cancer. I have just completed 5 months of chemotherapy & will be having surgery in a couple of
weeks. My children have really struggled and my pre-teen son has had to grow up really quickly. I can
honestly tell you I was at breaking point & ready to throw in the towel…….and then along came
BlazeAid.
I cannot thank you enough for the work you do. BlazeAid Bombala gave me hope when I felt everything was lost. It was a real turning point for me. Just wanted to let you know what a huge difference
you're making to our lives.
On behalf of our Communities - Rockton, Cathcart, Creewah & Bombala. Thank you, Thank you, Thank
you.
Name withheld because of privacy reasons
The Order of Saint John, Victorian Priory, with the support of the Grand Priory has donated over
$10,000 to Blaze Aid to assist with the rebuilding of lives and properties.
Good to note that several members of our Priory are Volunteers with BlazeAid and have
experienced first hand the enormous gratitude expressed by those who are rebuilding
their lives and properties.
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BE KIND BALLARAT
THE BALLARAT COMMANDERY LEADS THE WAY.
Note that the photographs were taken “pre Mask” and Stage 3 restrictions and Social distancing.
During the social isolation of the COVID-19 pandemic, local
members of the Order of St. John kept in touch via phone
and electronic meetings. This was really important for our
sense of wellbeing.
However, responding to the broader community aspect of
the City’s slogan “Be Kind, Ballarat”, we thought of those for
whom the winter months will be harsh and difficult to live
through.
Like so many groups and individuals who have demonstrated a willingness to offer whatever support they can, the Ballarat Commandery of OSJ linked with the Probus Clubs of
Buninyong and Southern Cross to provide a collection of
warm garments and blankets for clients of the Soup Bus.
Together with the Shower Bus, these two projects of the On
track Foundation offer a welcoming meeting point and
friendly service for those who need it most.

L-R: Dame Barbara Hughes OAM, Lorraine Gittings,
Chevalier Tony Reyntjes and Dame Barb Dunlop

They say it is better to give than to receive. That’s true…
but those who delivered our ute-load of boxes and bags
filled with donated items – not all of them pre-loved found
themselves enriched with fresh understanding of the Soup
Bus and how it works. They were met by Lorraine Gittings,
the Soup Bus Coordinator

and Representative of the Ballarat East Community Men’s Shed, where you’ll find the Soup Bus, Shower Bus and
Container for receiving donated goods in the area around the corner of Eureka and Fussell Streets in Ballarat East.
Below, the group pictured inside the Soup Bus with Volunteer
Joanne Blight and Lorraine Gittings. Dame Barbara Hughes was
impressed by what she saw in the Soup Bus which she says “has
been fitted out with small stoves, warming ovens, refrigerators,
crockery and cutlery as well as stacks of paper plates” (the latter as
a nod to the coronavirus, as opposed to the customary chinaware).
She learned that all the work is undertaken by volunteers with food
prepared at home and delivered prior to the bus moving out to its
destination in the evening. She also discovered that the Men’s
Shed have a program for unemployed young people encouraging
them to undertake projects of benefit to the community – and that
the fitting out of the Buses and container had been carried out by
these young people, several of whom were involved in cabinet making As for the Shower Bus – that’s a recent innovation allowing clients to wash their hands before eating at the Soup Bus, another
nod to the Coronavirus. The shipping container was another eyeopener. Fitted with shelves and cupboards along both sides and
at the back, the space in between was filled with parcels that had
been dropped off. Dame Barbara said she was “ amazed at the
variety and quantity of the parcels that were arriving at the Bus for
distribution “, and by the excellent endeavours of the volunteers for
the less fortunate. “We were,” she said “overcome with gratitude at
being able to help”.
So what difference did this little project mean to us? We linked up
with others in our community, made new friends, gained a deeper
understanding of the work of the Soup and Shower Buses, and
realised afresh how much ‘good news’ there is in our City, for us to
share!
Congratulations to Commander Dame Val Sarah AM CGSJ and
all of the generous and community minded Ballarat members and their supportive families.
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BALLARAT COMMANDERY MEMBERS
SHARE A SNAP SHOT OF THEIR PANDEMIC ACTIVITIES
John Davis finds that there are not enough hours in the day. His time is spent in
work/business related activity between Ballarat and Ocean Grove, and he comments
that “at this time in life one should have more time to devote to charitable pursuits”.
Barb Dunlop and Ric are on a Phone Tree for their PROBUS Club and says “of special
note are the members who continue to take items to the Soup Bus Collection Point”.
They are also Carers for an elderly neighbour. As with almost all our Group, much
time is spent on exterior and interior repairs, and maintaining contact with friends
and family via ZOOM.

Above: Ballarat Commander
Dame Val Sarah AM CGSJ

Barbara Hughes says “I have been spending most of my quiet times with a good
book to read”, and says she has accumulated a large number of new books during
this time. She doesn’t speak of the busier times, caring for her family and keeping
up to date with her many other interests.

Graeme Kent has been busier than ever with his charity Aussie Action Abroad.
Having cancelled 4 trips to Nepal this year, he has been improving handout material, upgrading their business plan and rebuilding the board and volunteer base. “Our Nepali mates face the COVID lockdown, loss
of income and associated restrictions as well as floods and landslides”.
Dianne McGrath and Terry have been spending time “setting up our new (100+ years old) home. All the
boxes are now unpacked and items in place. The veggie garden is showing signs of spring growth. We are
getting to know our many birds and possums which visit us”.
Peter Morey and Glenis are “fortunate to enjoy family dinners and time with their grandchildren”, and have
always maintained their daily, lengthy walks to keep healthy. Over two decades they have spent holidays in
Bali, and now arrange for monthly food parcels to be delivered to people in need in Indonesia.
Aspirant Rev. Graham Reynolds has been holding on-line Church business, recording Sunday services to
put on You Tube, with “a great response”. A parishioners Phone roster and St. Peter’s email Group, together with his daily email with a Thought for the Day, You-Tube hymn and any news, means that the parishioners are “holding together very well despite our isolation”.
Tony Reyntjes and Helen are transforming part of their garden with a Japanese flavour. He has also been
working on both his and Helen’s family trees and “contacting relatives overseas and in Australia checking
information on our ancestors”, keen to see where all the leads direct their families. He says “we are looking
forward to expected ‘freedoms’.”
Phil Roberts is spending most of his time on the computer “book writing and helping to organise Mechanics
Institute”. Phil always has more than one book in preparation, usually for significant milestones in the history of a local organisation or group. A Past President of the Ballarat Mechanics’ Institute, he helps to organise Twilight Talks, “such as the recent one about Nepal featuring Graeme Kent, and a series covering
Ballarat City Council elections.”
Dr. Michael Stubbs is a specialist in Oral Medicine and Oral Pathology. In addition to teaching at Latrobe
University and running his specialist practice at the Epworth Freemasons in East Melbourne “with very sick
patients attending”, he has been conducting on-line training programs to students in the Asian market.
Locally, he and Malcolm have developed a Café in the stables of their Hotel, The Canberra.
Voi Williams and Val Sarah have been focussing on community-based work through documents and Zoom
meetings. For Voi things may be a little quiet this year owing to the cancellation of the world-renowned Organs of the Ballarat Goldfields Festival next January. ,
Val Sarah (like Dianne) Amongst other international commitments, continues to support Ryder-Cheshire villages in Timor-Leste and Dehra Dun in Northern India.
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MEETING/INVESTITURE SCHEDULE 2020
VICTORIAN PRIORY
Remainder of VPAC Meeting Schedule for 2020
September
November

17th
19th

VICTORIAN PRIORY CHRISTMAS FUNCTION ~ THE KEW GOLF CLUB,
THURSDAY 3RD DECEMBER
TBC COVID RESTRICTIONS PERMITTING
Remainder of Geelong Commandery Meetings

Remainder of Ballarat Commandery Meetings

For 2020 (ZOOM)

For 2020

September 24
November 26

5 October
9 November

CHAPTER & INVESTITURE DATES 2020
Tasmanian Chapter meeting - 19th September 2020 (Hobart)
South Australian Chapter meeting; 17th October 2020 (Adelaide)
The Grand Priory Council meeting: 2nd October 2020 (ZOOM)
26th February 2021- Melbourne
The Grand Priory Chapter meeting: 17th October 2020- (Adelaide)
Tasmanian Investiture: provisional date 10 October 2020 (TBC)
South Australian Investiture – 17th October 2020 (Adelaide)

Victorian Priory Chapter meeting - 14 November (by ZOOM)
Victorian Priory Investiture - 27 February 2021 (Melbourne)
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